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Thematic Roundtable Meeting on “Environment”  
26 May 2009 @ Merit Hotel Nicosia 

Meeting Minutes  
 
In accordance with the suggestions received by civil society organisations participating in 
the Advisory Board Meetings which have been organised twice under the coordination of 
the CSST, it was decided to hold thematic meetings. In addition, in accordance with the 
results of a questionnaire conducted by the CSST between February – May 2009 with 
approximately 50 civil society representatives, 14.7 % requested that environment related 
activities be organised and 10.7 % stated that they are active in the area of environment. 
These were the highest percentages in the results of the questionnaires. Hence, the CSST 
has considered both the Advisory Board suggestions as well as the questionnaire results and 
has decided that the thematic conference to be organised in June shall be on the 
“Enrivonment”. In order to be responsive to the needs of organisations, the CSST has 
decided to organise this roundtable meeting so that the planning phase of the thematic 
conference can be conducted together with civil society organisations working on the 
environment.  
 
Following an informative opening address by the Team Leader of the Civil Society Support 
Team, Juliette Remy-Sartin, the roundtable meeting was opened with the participants 
introducing themselves. The meeting took place with the participation of 20 individuals 
representing 13 civil society organisations. The list of participants and the organisations 
they represent are as follows:  
 

Name-Last name Organisation 
 

Abdülkerim Karamanoğlu ÇEKOVA 
Adıgüzel Akdeniz ÇAM-SEV 
Ali Arensavaş KEMA Foundation 
Altuğ Baybora BEMSA Culture and Arts Association  
Anıl Kaya Enlightened Future Movement  
Doğan Sahir Green Peace Movement  
Ebru Deniz Tekman KomiKepir/BüyükkonukEcotourism Association/Friends of 

Rizokarpaso/Karpaz  
Elif Binboğa EPA- Energy Professionals Association 
Ertaç Hazer Green Peace Movement 
Işık K. Oray Cyprus Nautical Research Foundation  
Đdil Şeytanoğlu SAYAM 
Kadri Nuri ÇAM-SEV 
Kemal Mut The Management Centre 
Orhan Aydeniz KEMA Foundation 
Osman Tuğrul KEMA Foundation 
Özgür Yel EPA - Energy Professionals Association 
Remziye Baybora BEMSA Culture and Arts Association 
Sibel Paralik Chamber of Environmental Engineers  
Tuğçe Karaderi Underwater Society of Northern Cyprus  
Yasemin Çobanoğlu Chamber of Environmental Engineers 
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In the welcome and introductions phase of the meeting participants were asked to identify 
areas and situations which inspired them to do voluntary work on the environment. Below 
are the responses:  
 

• I am also part of this degrading environment  
• I was inspired to work for the envorinment because I was born in a village and since 

I live within the environment I wanted to make it a clean and liveable place.  
• The state of the health of trees in Pentadaktylos/Beşparmak Mountains and the 

arridness of Mesaoria /Mesarya.   
• The lack of awareness  
• Biological diversity, flora and fauna 
• The fact that the environment being distructed much more than any issue or any 

country  
• Having grown up in a family sensitive to the environment and having studied biology 
• Without the environment there is no life  
• The increasing arridness of the earth  
• To protect the natural balance  
• The animals that are dissappearing in nature  
• To protect that which is diminishing  
• So that coming generations inherit a clean planet  
• Having grown up with the pollution created by CMC in Xeros/Gemikonağı and 

observing how humans can be catastrophic to the environment   
• My belief that each individual can offer something  
• Even though there are many problems knowing that not all hopes are lost  
• Steadily  increasing temperatures  
• The degradation of the environment  
• There are values that can still be saved  
• My profession  
• The natural riches of Cyprus, my professional and technical past and belief that I 

can solve some issues  
• The adverse effects of pesticides and hormones used in agriculture in Cyprus on 

health and the fact that Cypriots have not understood the value of the ecologic 
make-up of Cyprus  

• Village life and cultural riches  
• I thought that in order for everyone in Cyprus to make an effort, drawing from their 

lifestyle and professions, I had to take a step myself    
• The damage caused to the forests  
• Increasing movements in civil society and scientific works  
• A cleaner environment  
• Incrased societal awareness and sensitivities  
• My increased awareness on the environment during my work abroad and my 

education  
• To save the environment that is being degraded by the lack of greenery in my 

country  
• My increased awareness on the environment during my work abroad and my 

education  
 
Another question that was asked to participants with regards to their work on the 
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environment was what they were passionate about. Responses were as follows: 
 

• The study on fisheries, development of nautical sciences  
• I love Cyprus very much. I love my village very much. The natural beauty of 

Rizokarpaso/Karpaz touches me and the construction that is taking place generally 
in Cyprus and moving towards our region pushes me to take action. The situation 
regarding waste in our village and the pollution caused by the milk factory 

• Biological diversity  
• The dissapereance of flora and natural riches  
• I am passionate about a clean environment, I react against sewage   
• To create a country which doesn’t have a waste problem, water shortages, has 

clean seas and is rich in forests  
• To protect nature naturally; rather than the laws and prohibitions of the state to 

create a responsible society by increasing societal awareness  
• Nature  
• To increase the sensitivity of people towards the environment, to abandon the 

consumption craze, awareness on the protection of our seas and those beings that 
live in them and which are dependent on them 

• The green, the blue and the natural ecology of Cyprus  
• Rational thought  
• To live in a green environment where the waters run in abundance  
• Sustainabile approaches to environmental protection  
• Rain and green nature  
• Dissapereance- factors which are a threat to life  
• To contribute to the country’s greenery  
• The protection especially of low forests due to its richness in flora and fauna as 

well as  the protection of high forests  
 
Following the individual introductory session, participants presented the organisation that 
they represent, its mission and aims, activities and projects. Below is a consolidated list of 
the missions, areas of work and activities of participant organisations in alphabetical 
order:  
 

• Tree planting  
• Reforestation  
• Activities aiming to collect waste batteries  
• To conduct research on fish stocks – according to results there is egg laying activity 

but not consumption  
• The development of fishing and the importance that is given to it  
• Project on the development of fishermen shelters 
• Trainings for fishermen  
• Increase the levels of flora existence to sufficient levels  
• Sharing of knowledge  
• Protection of the environment  
• Activities to increase awareness on environmental problems, lobbying and advocacy  
• Research and development activities for finding solutions to environmental 

problems  
• Intervene in emergency cases which effect the environment  
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• Development of scuba diving in a way that is sensitive towards the environment  
• Conducting all kinds of research in the sea and rivers  
• Conduct research on issues such as the sea, the coast line and pesticide usage  
• Solidarity with other organisations and support to new ones  
• Sustainable local development through the usage of natural resources  
• Protection of natural beings  
• To increase the presence of enrivonmental education in schools through the 

preparation of educational material  
• Achieving energy efficieny through trainings and awareness raising activities   
• Collect rubbish through diving in Kyrenia  
• With the help of volunteers (more than 600 persons) the collection of rubbish 3 

times in intervals on a 1, 1.5 km coast line, on 30 spots, in order to understand 
the sources of pollution in the sea (it was found that most of the rubbish was 
coming from neighbouring countries)  

• The preparation of a thorough scientific report on the heavy metals in the sea (the 
period between 2002-2005) on the coast of Morphou-Famagusta   

• Litigation, taking the state to court  
• Bi-communal projects in primary schools to increase awareness on the environment 

with the use of technology (ENVETI Project) 
• To participate in development plans  
• Restoration of a Church (Problems with property ownership- owned by Cypriot-

Greek)  
• The protection of cultural heritage  
• Lobbying and advocacy activites, press releases  
• To work on the preparation of the management plans for 6 areas under 

conservation within the framework of NATURA 2000  
• As an NGDO (Non-governmental development organisation) to work on 

environmental problems  
• Organise essay competitions in schools  
• To prepare a training package with 10 modules and as part of a 3-year project 

conduct training of trainers for a core team  
• Working against the destruction of forests through the establishment of energy 

transfer lines  
• Waste collection in a forest area of 400 hectars – including waste from construction 

which includes asbestos  
• To create recreation areas, walking paths, picnic areas in forest areas  
• Actions to stop the building of new worksites in forest and lake areas  
•  Baby-Sapling project targeting students  
• Research on contemporary and innovative methods  
• Campaigning-advocacy-lobbying  
• Activities on sustainable, alternative energy sources  
• Activities on the protection of historical heritage  
• To struggle with erosion  

 
Following the introductory session, each participant wrote down the main 
aim/problem/project that they want to focus on and/or perceive as very important today 
and in the future. Following that, other participants read what each one wrote and voted 
for two of those, the importance of which they shared. Below are all the titles that the 
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participants wrote in alphabetical order:  
 

• Development of fisheries and the cleanliness of our seas  
• Development of fisheries  
• To save the future through the education of youth through Baby-Sipling projects 

and essay competitions  
• To clean the area from harmful waste (ASP-Amianto) 
• An environmentally friendly society  
• Education of society through documentaries on the environment  
• Develop sensitivities and awareness on the environment  
• Cleanliness of the environment  
• Lack of sensitivity towards the environment  
• To transform garbage and waste by collecting them (their reduction)  
• The proliferation of scuba diving which is aware of its environment   
• Development of nautical sciences and research  
• The explain to youth the nautical ecosystem and the economic and social 

importance of the environment  
• Create an environmentalist spirit  
• To develop and increase natural resources  
• The embetterment of the natural environment and closing the gap in the flora  
• Get rid of apathy 

• Ecotourism  
• To develop and clarify energy policies (with the participation of universities, 

professionals, NGOs and other related parties)  
• The lack of a general agricultural and water sources management policy  
• Develop projects related to a range of motivations to support renewable energy 

sources such as the sun, wind and biogas etc.  
• To clean the beautiful forests  
• The legal framework should be strengthened and the implementation of legislation 

secured  
• Rizokarpaso (Carpasia) National Park Area  
• Being protective  
• To ensure that the legal infrastructure is in place and implemented so that areas 

under conservation are really “protected”  
• To help so that the gap of 35.000 hectares of forest are in Northern Cyprus is filled  
• The youth who live in Lefka and Rizokarpaso cannot benefit from scuba diving 

because they live far away  
• To give seminars and to do test diving with high school kids   
• Lack of financial resources  
• Supporting existing decrees with physical plans  
• Population planning  
• The erroneous tree planting policy of the forestry department (e.g. planting accasia 

on the coast line)  
• The lack of societal will and financial resources lead to the destruction of the 

environment  
• No preventive measures have been taken against the possibility that the ships 

carrying fuel to the Teknecik thermal plant carry petrol (in the port when there 
fuel trasnfer is taking place)  



  

                                                                                                                     

                                                                       Sivil Toplum Destek Ekibi/Civil Society Support Team 
                     EU aid Programme for the           Hüseyin Küçük Sok. No:3 Köşklüçiftlik Lefkoşa/Nicosia        
 Turkish Cypriot community                               Tel/Fax: (+90) 392 227 8113                                                                                                                                

                                                                     info@siviltoplum.eu / info@cypruscivilsociety.eu 
                                 www.siviltoplum.eu / www.cypruscivilsociety.eu 
  

      

• To create awareness and sensitivity in order to solve environmental problems in the 
long run. To reach this aim to start education in pre-school and primary school 
levels 

• The secure the status of environmental (natural) resources in our country  
• There is a gap in flora and forests in our country  
• The newly developing sea water treatment plants and the fact that they pump out a 

high amount of salt in the coast  
 

The subject “The legal framework should be strengthened and the implementation of 
legislation secured”, selected by 5 participants was identified as the priority issue. The 
following issues were equally voted by 3 persons each (in alphabetical order):  
 

• Ecotourism  
• Clean the beautiful forests  
• To ensure that the legal infrastructure is in place and implemented so that areas 

under conservation are really “protected”  
• Supporting existing decrees with physical plans  
• The secure the status of environmental (natural) resources in our country  

 
The titles which follow the abovementioned 2 issues below were selected by 2 participants 
each (in alphabetical order): 
 

• Development of fisheries and the cleanliness of our seas  
• To clean the area from harmful waste (ASP-Amianto) 
• An environmentally friendly society  
• Lack of sensitivity towards the environment  
• Development of nautical sciences and research  
• The explain to youth the nautical ecosystem and the importance of the economic 

and social importance of the environment  
• To increase and develop natural resources  
• Get rid of apathy  
• Being protective  
• To help so that the gap of 35.000 hectares of forest are in Northern Cyprus is filled  
• To create awareness and sensitivity in order to solve environmental problems in the 

long run. To reach this aim to start education in pre-school and primary school 
levels 

 
Following this exchange and identification of priorities, a discussion on the first and second 
priorities was held and ideas and suggestions were collected. As a result of this discussion 
common decisions were made on the following issues:  
 
The priority areas, which includes a large number of the concerns of participants and 
which includes most of the responses given to a range of questions are as follows:  
 

- To develop “real” conservation plans for both natural and cultural heritage which 
can render all underground, aboveground and water resources functional (sea, 
lakes, lagoons, rivers etc.)  

- The usage of these conservation plans for the development and implementation of 
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the legal infrastructure  
- As agreed by most participants in different phases of the meeting, the development 

of ecotourism in order to protect village life and cultural and natural values 
emanating from village life  

- To ensure the participation of civil society organisations in mechanisms where 
decisions are taken in relation to the preparation of environmental conservation 
plans, legislation and its implementation  

- The importance and necessity to work together in solidarity in order to be more 
effective on decision makers  

- To find ways and methods so that decisions made in such meetings- in short the 
voice and opinions of civil society- to reach decision makers and the executive and 
to ensure maximum participation by decision makers such as general managers, 
directors, parlimanetary commission members etc. in future meetings that will take 
place  

- In addition to this, institutions like the EU should support civil society organisations 
in the area of environment through encouraging decision makers to include 
organisations in the decision making processes   

- The property issue (Greek-Cypriot, Turkish-Cypriot properties) consists an obstacle 
especially for the protection of historical heritage  

 
With regards to the conference that is planned for June it was decided:  
 

- That it is necessary to hold a second meeting to flesh out the issues outlined above 
as priority areas and through what methods they will be discussed in the conference  

- That this second meeting should take place on the 10th of June between 15:00-
19:00 hrs in Lefkoşa Merit Hotel 
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Annex I –   MEETING PROGRAMME 
                   

  Thematic Roundtable Meeting on “Environment”  
 
15:30 – 16:15   Introductions 

Participants introduce themselves  
What are the issues that inspire and passionate them to work 
on the environment?  
  

16:15 – 17:00   Information sharing and the state of play  
 Introduction of organisations and their activities 
 Sharing of projects or issues/problems/aims that are 

considered important  
 
17:30 – 18:00 Prioritisation and Discussion  
   Identification of 2 projects or issues/problems/aims and 2 
obstacles and exchange of opinions/suggestions  
    
18:00 – 18:45 Planning   

Planning of issues regarding the next meeting  
 
18:45 – 19:00 Wrap up and Closure  
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Annex II – PARTICIPANTS 
 

Name Organisation e-mail telephone 
Abdülkerim Karamanoğlu ÇEKOVA aker.karamanoglu@superonline.com 5428523570 
Adıgüzel Akdeniz ÇAM-SEV   5338425449 
Ali Arensavaş KEMA Foundation aydeniz@kibris.net 5428545825 
Altuğ Baybora BEMSA Culture and Arts Association a.baybora68@hotmail.com 5338631011 
Anıl Kaya Enlightened Future Movement  aydinlikyarinlarhareketi@yahoo.com.tr 5338606393 
Doğan Sahir Green Peace Movement  dogansahir@neu.edu.tr 5338655465 
Ebru Deniz Tekman Komi Kepir/Büyükkonuk Ecotourism Association  edtekman@gmail.com 5338600022 
Elif Binboğa EPA elifbinboga@hotmail.com 5428537306 
Ertaç Hazer Green Action Movement e.hazer1959@hotmail.com 5338525422 
Işık K. Oray Cyprus Nautical Research Foundation   isikoray@yahoo.com 5428501810 
Đdil Şeytanoğlu SAYAM idilsheytan@gmail.com 5338672628 
Kadri Nuri ÇAM-SEV nuri_kadri@hotmail.com 5338481736 
Kemal Mut The Management Centre kmut@mc-med.eu 3922277123 
Orhan Aydeniz KEMA Foundation   5338561046 
Osman Tuğrul KEMA Foundation   5338529174 
Özgür Yel EPA yelozgur@gmail.com 5338455377 
Remziye Baybora BEMSA Culture and Arts Association rbaybora@yahoo.com 5338680912 
Sibel Paralik Chamber of Environmental Engineers  sibelparalik@yahoo.com 5338647171 
Tuğçe Karaderi Underwater Society of Northern Cyprus  cyprusunderwater@gmail.com 5428552379 
Yasemin Çobanoğlu Chamber of Environmental Engineers yasemincobanoglu@superonline.com 5428598711 
 


